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- ROGKE !SLAND It's the gitly
~Rock Island school en the state
academic -.-.':{t:_:h-‘.list. bt thoss

at Tuesday night’s meéting at’

Gr-m# Intensive Basic Elemen-
fary! achanl prajacd the steps (s
schiool is taking fo imprive. o

“The most 1mp<:-rtant ﬂ"ﬂ'lH 15

r*rkmg fo Trprove the achieve- -
ment'of Grarnt students T'-‘Eﬂl i
[g5s of lists and t]‘1E- state! super:-

intendent Dave Markward fold-
the group ot about 20 people —
mustly parents and school staff
" After passage of the federal
No Child Left Behind Act. two
ways of listing schools on the
academic: warning  or owatch
Hsts-ave Being merged inlo une.
The new. way of hstmg srhonols

ia  more stringents than  the:

method used balvire the act:

- “The-old ‘one 15 heing done
aw ay with fext vear,” said Jay
Marinog, assistant” supenlm -
dent for instruction/school im-
TTOVEIENT. :

‘According to standards in ih#
o Child Left Behind A, 20 per
cemd of stidonts in'the Rock Tulsnd
Schoal Thstrict abe now mesting or
CYDEEIj_]HE{ glate standards, LTII"iEl'
the Hrevious system, B perdent
met standards, Mr, Wiarmu said:

Grant school now 15 on the_ :

state academic watch lst becayse

the state savs the sethiool his ']nt-

rn'tde adequate yearly priogress”

n the past fourvears, based on
Iinois Stamdards Achrf-wumc'n'r
Tests. The progress “gives every-
bady & statdand bhar m 1'eat_‘h and
1 Is radsed every vear,” Mr. Mari:
iy saicd. FIF 3E 15 nul met, thore are
nmsequences
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(me consequence for not mak

“ing “adequate vearly progress”

.. for four vears is to offer supple-
| .mental : educational * services;
| which the distriet must fund.

- Another is to have g school im:
‘provement oversight panel ap-

‘pointed by the state superinten-
‘dent, Grant ‘will have such a

~panel this year, Grant Pnncip'al i

D.'a.rn 1 Taylor told the audience,
Schools not reaching the bar

; 1ﬁ:er four years alsa are expected,
- tooffer parents the choics to send
students to a differerit school. with ;
- distriets providing s transporta-

tion from federal dollars.:
However, Grant hasn't received
federal transportation dollars be-

adequate yearly progress.

+o0fWe have an e-mail r:ungratﬁ-'
“lating the district on thlE i Mr i

‘Marino said,

the * Fequirad progress and. re-

-mained on the'list: Contacts with
the state have not cleared up the ;

matter, oﬂic]als said”
has besn working hard to rhake

: nnpruvwnmis and uane:mantpru

grams to help students strenathen
their academic; perfﬂnmnce

Using the America’s Cheice:
- model of school improvement, he
'\..'?,}d teachers are being trained.
1 ‘every two months. Last year, they .
focused on leaching reading, and
- this vearreading and writing. -
J'We have really Ex{:clled "M
© Tayldr said,
e Tutnr:ng mntmues when‘.
-.'_schm] 18, riot 4n: gessing . Llass
“room aides are brought in'to re-
duce ﬂ']ﬂ Htl.ldE]‘lt tmcher ratm in::

each classroom.

Tutorial specialist Deborah
Fowler said about 30 reading tu-
tors and mentors comie from
Blackhawk State Hank to help
students one-on-one during the
school day, Education students

from Western Nllinois University -
volunteer to help, and retired se

niors tator the students as well,
" Parents and teachers work to-
gether with kindergarten to first

grade smdents at the school’s -

Learn and Family Fun Program,

“held once ' every two to throe
- months, Mr: Taylor said. -

Mr. Taylor said he and teachers
at Grant work with the students
intensively each day. -"T'm in

s every classropm, every day, thres

to four times a day,” he said, He
challenged audience members to

-ty to find 4 student who doesn’t

* cause the state told school district
officials ity July 2002 that all of the =
schools in the district had made’

sperhimoat least once'a diy,

ward hesaid
~Avmanin the ﬂudlenu* wha 1‘]1:1
nut wish Lo give his name used to

“teach'at Grant for’ ‘maore than 30 .
i .. years. “He said he was “irritatod :

But later Lhr= H]mms Sc:hml 3

Board of Education, or ISBE; no-

tified the school it did not. achu,ve i

(ber;ause} it's hkn i’z the staff s

.f'ﬁ t.

Ega tuta.l mnunmnt}r fau_lL"
he added :

Mr. Taylor ]’]Elt(,‘d man;. teach-
ars st help meet the students'

- - basic needs before thev can hit
Principal Taylor said the scluxnl ;

the books. For example. some
teache: s must comb their stu-
dents’ hair and wash their faces.
Some even take Kids' laundry

-home to do, He said lie has dri-

ven kids tc- doctor appmntmentq

on the weskends,

‘Briice Bufe, daru:tﬁr af madmg
and Title I programs, said that

JJust as vou wouldn't trust an EKG
‘given by a doctor to detérniine
vour overall health, he believes a

varicty of tests shonld he given o

‘r.eat student § m1pmvemu1t A
Tdadvocate a variety of tcsts

fm‘ intellectual health'"he'said.

. The tl*n'ee rcmammg m&etingsj

“Tfnot; pl{'ase call‘ I Mar}-.—.i'

all at Tpm, will be hat

B Feb. 27 at Hawthe
Elementary Schoal,

M March 6 af Rock s
Schioal.

B March 13 at Edis
Hizh Schonl.



