A lesson in subtraction

Moline school district loses teachers through fundmg cul

By Dustin Lemmon
Saa wriler

The Moline school dlatriet
lost three teachers this yoar be-
causo funding to' reduce class
sizes was citf back to eover Just
five teachiers.

Local school officials said the
state and federal grants allowed
them to hire additional teachers
to peduee elagy sizes, bul when
logg monday Comes in, teachers
are lost and c]ass BiZes pErow
Aapain,

“Thers are just so many coni-
peting programs and so many
necds,” said Cheryl Allen, ansis-
tant superintendent of corricn.
T for Moline schools,

The teachers were hired on a
ternporary basis, Ms, Allen said,
s0 when the funds didn't come
through this vear, they were let

Shi said there is no question
smaller class sizes are good for
students, T think any leacher
voul talk to would sav that it
does affect the classroom in a
positive way."™

The East Moline grade schnool
district hived four new teachers
in the last three years with the
class-gize reduction grants, ono
for oach of the district’s four ele-
mentary schools, assistant su.
perintondent of  curriculum
Dotz Whisker sald,

The grants pick up 95 percent
of the salary, he said.

The grants are supposed to be
iged to reduce class slzes in
flrat: through third-grade. IT
class cizes in those grades are
helow the state average, the
money can be used to hire
teachers in higher grades,

i the federal government de-
cided to discontinge the grand
progzram, teachers hired with
the gzrant money could be lost,
by, Whislor said: “We'd haveo to
malke a decision, and cithor the
class size wouldd have to in-
crease or we'd have to vse dis-
trict momey to bring those
tesarhers back

The district I8 teving b keep
grade schoal classes Lo 20 or
fewer students, and has done 5o
in most classes, Mr, Whisker
said, Teachers hired through
the program can be shifted to
different prades and schonla to
keep paee with Nueliating class
alres.

The grants have allowed the
Rock Island school district to
adrdl right teschers to s slomeh-
tary  sehoils, dropping  elass
slzes anywhere from four to

nine students, J, Jay Marino, as

gistant superintendent of cuar-
riculum, said.

Smaller clase | sizes allow

teachers more time with sfu-

tants, with the goal of improving
student achisvement in reading,
writing, math and scicnce.

Teachers are able to "belter
meet the needs of the studends,”
Mr. Marino said, adding thal
the district has been guccessful
at keeping class sizes helow the
slate averape.

Last vear, the district aver-
aged 184 students o first grade,
compared e 216 statewide. In
third grade. they averaged 19.7
with /224 statewide, and in
aixth-grade lhey averaged 209
with the state averaging 23.9,

Withowt the granl money
“wie’d dofinitely have to consid-
er cutting back and not filllng

the pﬂhltlum M. Marino
aaii.
Riverdale superintendéant

David Bills said his district has
hired one tedcher through a
rlass-size reduction grant in the
Fast few years. Thal has allowed
the disirlet 1o keep its numbors
in elementary classreoms in the
high leens rather than mid-208,
b gaid

The district could use more

igrant money to hire another

teacher, but will be satisfied
with what it pets, Mr, Bills sald.
“We would not have the teacher
without the granl”

AL Gaeorge 0 Rairr Elemen:
fary  Schaol  in  Silvis. one

Beth Mokinkay,

a third-grade toachar at Mofine's

Todd Wezenor / slatl

Logan School, teaches a languape axarcise

called 'rhyming round-up' with her class Thursday moming. Mrs. Mclinley was hired as part of
a class-size reduction grant from the State of lllingis. This yoar Meline lost grant money and

had to scale back its class-size reduction tegchers rom 8 o 5,

teacher was hired thanks to a
class-size reduction grant, said
Rae Miller, curriculum coondi-
nator and . former principal,
gaird,

She sald the teacher has been
moved through second-, thicd-
and fourth-grades as class sizes
increase. Without the grants,
the  district would have had
some large classes, and had to
uze district money to hire a
teacher, she sald,

While many districts need
Tunding to pay for more teach-
ors, others are secing deelining
earoihment,

Aledo  superintendent  Ira
Cunningham sakd his distriet

Chasn't applied fur the class-siae

rediction pranls becavse
they've Tost 80 fo # studends in
the last couple of voars

“We had small classes to
begin with,"” he salkd, “We've
potten smaller closses on our
ow”

While the Cambridge scliool
ilistriel also 18 below the state’s
recommended clasg size with
less than 18 shudents per class in
grades  kindergarten throagh
third-prade, it used grant money
to hire s writing consulban

from Weatern THnois Universi
1y

Superintetudent Jim Berthold
gaid the WL professor will hold
workshops  for elemeniary
toachers four:or five times dur-
it the school vear,

"Weo werc able to use our
class-size reduction money for
other functions™ Mr. Berthald
gaid: I they didn't {lal the
gehonk do thaly they'd almost be
penalizing you for having amall
classrooms, '




