School board to vote
on pilot curriculum

By Robin ). Younghlomd
Sl writor

Bock Island Milan Scheool
Board membors tonight will
vole whether to approve a
piloft curriculum program al-
ready being used in three

schools in the distriet.

The board meets at 6 g.m.
in the Rock Tsland High
Sehool Library.

NovaNRET is being used af
sdison and Washlngton junior
highs and at Thurgood Mae-
ghall Learning Center [or o
frial period that began in Au-
pust, The propgram allows slu-
dents Lo earn credit for courses
they failed or did nol complote,

Students are puided through
a lesson, then take a tost on the
lesaon, The progrim reguires
A minimum of 2 hours of
work by the sludent, '['o pass
the  assessments,  students
musl correctly answer 80 per-
cent of the questions,

The courses are desipned to
match the [lineis Learning
Slandards,

“NovaNET helps teachirs
align instruction o the 1linois
Learning Sandards,” said Jay
Marino, assistanl superinten-
dent of carriculum. “It also
helps students practice skills
nigded (o pass courses.”

This 15 the first vear for the
creditrecovery cumiputer pro-
gram and is only being used
at the three schools until it
van b tully assessed by teach-
ez Tor s effectiveness.

It iz avallablc hefore, aftar or
during schunl, Only 63 studonts
cart Use the propraan at one Hine,
M. Muring said, because the
rlisteict was granled 63 licenses.

Teachers supervise the stu-
dents while they use the pro-

gram. They were trained to
use MovalKET last summer,
e Marino said.

Yihile the program is being
uzed, data will be collected,
zuch as the number of stu-
dents using ii, how long it
takes Lo complete one course
and the number of credits
awarded, Based on its suc-
cees, the program could be ex-
papded to be used during in-
tercessinn or summer school,

In other buslness, the board
will!

B Learn about the “school
choice' requirements under
the federal No Child Left Be-
hind Act The law mandales
that  students  attending
sthools om state wateh lists
that huve failed 1o make “acle-

‘yguate yearly progress” Lo

wards mesting performance
ruidelines must be allowed to
attend other schools within
thie district.

“Adequate vearly progress”
(AYTY, iz the incremental
amenmt it takes halt of the stu-
dients to meet standards with.
in five vears, Grant Intensive
Basiv is the ondy school in the
district currently not meeting
state achlevement guidelines,
giving it & spot on the 1llinois
State Board of Bducation
Watch List.

| Consider expelling two
students.

B Hear o reporl [rom Mr.
Marino sbout the Cetoher
parent/tracher confisrenoes,

H Learn about the German
American Partnership Pro-
gram Proposal (GAPP) from
Jens Rehder, The program
Wil be available Ror Rocky's
Genman students, according
tr thir meeting agenda,



