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ASQ Section 1303 - State University of Iowa 
“Serving Quality Professionals Since 1944” - Meet us on the web at “www.quality.org/asq1303.htm” 

WELCOME - WELCOME 
It is our pleasure to welcome the following new  

members to section 1303: 

Mr. Kevin D. Amacker, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Michael J. Brown, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Mitchell J. Calvin, Davenport, IA 
Mr. Akaff Saeed Diam, Cedar Falls, IA 
Mr. Lovel Elizalde, Muscatine, IA 
Mr. Jeff J. Goss, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mrs. Monica Halstead, Muscatine, IA 
Mr. Phillip W. Hammerand, Vinton, IA 
Mr. Christopher M. Lacey, Vinton, IA 
Mr. Andrew L. McGowan, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Curtis J. Mclees, Waterloo, IA 
Mr. Matt Mentzer, Cedar Falls, IA 
Mr. Roger A. Merta, Cedar Rapids, IA 

Mr. John M. Miller, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Roger E. Ockenfels, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Lucas C. Pestka, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Dr. Linda J. Rabik, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Dave K. Sawant, Williamsburg, IA 
Mr. Keith D. Schrader, Cedar Falls, IA 
Mr. Dean L. Sievers, Cedar Falls, IA 
Mr. Thomas J. Taylor, Marshalltown, IA 
Mr. Scott A. Vandenbos, Gilbertville, IA 
Ms. Mary A. Voelkel, Cedar Rapids, IA 
Mr. Timothy D. Williams, Gilbertville, IA 
Mr. Nicholas Zakrasek, Coralville, IA 
Dr. Hong-Yan F. Zhang, Port Byron, IL 

Continuous Improvement from the District 
Office to the Classroom 

 
Speaker:  Jay Marino 

 
The Cedar Rapids Community School District utilizes the 
National Baldrige Criteria for Performance Excellence as 
its guide to continuous improvement.  Over the past 2 
years, employees and stakeholders have been directly 
engaged in learning more about the concepts of: identify-
ing customers and their needs; data-driven decision mak-
ing; quality tools; process improvement and the Plan Do 
Study Act cycle.   
 
Jay Marino, Associate Superintendent for Accountability 
and Organizational Effectiveness will share the District’s 
continuous improvement journey.  Specifically, Marino will 
present how educational leaders set and communicate 
direction for 17, 850 students, 2700 staff and 33 schools 
and how their core value of “Visionary Leadership” is 
structuring internal capacity, expertise and support for 
quality within every school and department.    
 
It is not by chance that the presentation will be held at 
Pierce Elementary school.  Participants will learn about 
how quality and continuous improvement has directly im-
pacted the school, classrooms and the customers- the 
students!  Last year, Piece staff participated in training to 
learn more about implementing the continuous improve-
ment classroom.  Participants will enjoy hearing from 
teachers and administrators from Pierce as they share 
highlights of their improvement journey.  Specifically, edu-
cators will provide a brief tour of the school and share 
how the customer-focused classrooms at Pierce include: 

classroom and student mission statements, student data 
folders, classroom data centers, SMART goals and stu-
dent-led conferences.  Pierce has been successful ensur-
ing student ownership, accountability and responsibility 
for learning.  Learn more about Jay at his website- http://
www.jmarino.ws . 
 

Tour & Dinner Location 
Pierce Elementary School 

4343 Marilyn Dr NE 
Cedar Rapids, Iowa 

 
5:15-5:30  Meet at Pierce Elementary School 

5:30-6:15  Dinner 
6:15-7:45  Program 

 
Dinner 

Buffet: Turkey and Ham, Au Gratin Potatoes, Coleslaw, 
Green Bean Casserole, Iced Tea, Milk 

 
Cost 

ASQ Member:  $16.00 
ASQ Member and Spouse:  $30.00 

Guest:  $18.00 
Full Time Student:  $12.00 

 
RSVP:   Contact Jeff Christiaansen by noon on Thursday, 

October 12. 
E-mail (preferred): jeff.christiaansen@amana.com 

Phone:  (319) 622-2651 
 

Directions 
Take I-380 into Cedar Rapids.  Take the 42ND ST exit.  
Turn West onto 42nd St NE.  Turn RIGHT onto Marilyn 
Drive NE.   

SECTION MEETING, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2006 
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