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Shelly Rumler, 3 third-grade Lleacher at Lincolndrving Elementary Schogl in Maoline, works
with after-schanl student &my Sanchez as they read a book togather,

Grants enable schools to offer
special programs after hours

By Dustin Lammon
Erat weftee

The achool dismissal bell
gtill ridgs at 10 milnutes “til
thres at Lincoln-Irving Fle-
mentary, Schiod, but that dess-
ot mavk the dar's el for
rmany etudents,

This fear, twany Buad-Cilies
schaols are holding  after-
aehool progrinis thanks to fed-
eral grants from the 1.5 De
partment of Edusalion. |~

Kids ot Lincoln-Irving stdy
reading and writing from 5to 4
pm. and participate in cultur-
nl and vecreational actlvitles
from 4 to 5 pom. The three-vear
grant alse will pay to ke the
srhool's computer lab open
after achool s students can
work on hormework and other
weiivithes.

1t alan pays for an evening
adult literacy class for Hispan-

i parents who went o leam .

English. While the parvents are

| taking the classes every Tues-
| day and Thursday, babyaitting

I provided for’ vounger chil-
dren, while obder students van
Joim evening study clasaes,
Tha grant also will pay Tor
the elamentary school's owmn

summer-school program neRt

year. This year, a districtwids
summer schodl was held B
Ronsevelt Elementary School,

Prinvipal dennis Melson
gaidd Lineoln-Irving wie frkti-
nate to win the granl” Moling
High School and the Molide
Alternutive High Schobl: pe
roived similar funding for
afber-school study programa.

Tt wis a collectdve effurd,
wind we wara very furiunate,™
Mr. Melson said of getting the
grants,

Wihile urban schouls In the
fJuad-Cities are  benafiting
from afterschool grants, some
rural sehools hope they alsn
can win some of the federal
anil atate funds

Gremeson superintenden
Hargll Ford aaid his district
rlewean't quudify for the grants
beraus: the poverty level In

o the ristrict isn't low eheugh.

He said that is o disadvantage

the district fares in many of its
sraml applications, |

. "We dopn't have & high
enough  low-Income  coank,”
My Ford said, “Rven (0we are
eligible, we don't usually gel
i Dy count iz s Inw, we get

very little,"”

The Biverdals Sr bl [his-
trict has run Into & similar

problem, aceording to suprin- -

tendent David Bilks,

The districl had a safe-to-
Teirn grant that paid for after-
rehool activities, such as help-
ing with homework aml ex-
tracurTheular activities, but it
expired last year,

Mr, 31z ssid Riverdale
would like to win a federal
grant to restart similar pro
grams, hut. like Ceneses, the
district dossn't meet low-in-
come requircments needed to
recaive sl prants.

Hiverdale is  conlacting
other area rural districts to
sea if they can pursue the
grants togethet, giving them a
hetter chanee, he gald.

"We're looking for 8 betler
way to be given considera-
tion,'” My, Billa aaid. "I think
MW'a & very nice npporiunity,
It's a grest bea. I'm very much
for it I guess 1's the eame
problem as usnal, It's going to
the: achools that show a socloe-
conomic nesed.”

Aleslo  superintendent Ira
Cunningham eaid his dlstrict
doean’t have & chance st win:
ning the grants becauss it fon
iz smmaller and has a hanl tme

compating with large distriets.-

While the grants aren’d
thire fir many rurwl disteicts,
Moline and ether large dis-
tricts are yging them.

The Faat Mofina Sclool 105-
t¢ct is nsing its stale and fad-
eral grants to offer after-school
programs for both students
and the cormmunity. The pre-
grams include access o the
computer and libtary in the
evenins,

The Hbrary and computer
lahe are open al Hillerest from
& to 8 pom, Wednesdays and
Thursdavs; at Ritdgewood from

ST pm Tunesdays; at Walls -
ﬁncm 5 for T80 pomL Thursdays:
af Tewlesbury from 6 1o B p.m,
Tuesdavs apd from 4 to 7 pam,
pome Sundays, and al Glen-
vilew Middl: School from 6 1o 8
pom, Thursdars, i

Librarians and  eomputer
lah advisers are on hand to
help the publie. Other aciisd-
ties inclade. atorytelling, book
fatre, arts and crafte clesses
snd help with homework. :

In Rock [=land, Earl Hansan
Elementary Sehool amd Edison
Junior High School both re-
ceive after-school granis for
the next thrse years.

Karl Hanson used the
money fo pay for an interses
sion program during s teo-
week fall break In October.
The money pald for students
o take Fleld trips to the Suad
City Botanical Center and for
water exploration. About 80
students slgned up for the ae-
tivities, Rock Island asslstant
superintendent of curriculum
& Jay Marino zald. ’

The mohey also helped the
schonl put on a family fun
night recently at the Rock Ts-
Tamd Fltness Ceoter. Famlliea
could wse the facility for the
night and receivesd a free meal

‘The grant alsno is helping the
achool keop 113 computer cen
trer cipen from 6 to 8 pon. Toes-
daya and Thursdaya. giving
frmilies mereds to the center I
the evening. Staff members
are present to answer gues-
tinms.

At Edison  Junior  High
School the grant iz pmying lor
brefore and after-schoul tator-
ing and for a weekly guest
speaker, 1n coming months, i
will pay for extracurericular
cluba in chess, science, choir
and drama,

“The districl's reason for
going after 1hls grant is o help
ns pehieve our vision of el
Ienece everyday,” Mr, Marimo
gald, noting each school ap-
plies For ia own grants, "With
Ihe grants, we can go hevond
the typical expectations of the
sciwoanl.”




