Test shows gap in resuls of
minority and white students

By Robin 1. Buresor
e wiler

Resulis of the Towa ‘lest of
Rasie Skills showed that, as a
group, black studenis scoved
worse in all testing aress hsn
any other ethoicity in the Bock
Tslanck hdilan School Thatriet.

The gap betvreen the seores ol
wihite stindents and black sta
dents increase s they progyess
through the geades, according
{or b vesulis,

Assistan! superintendent of
curriculum iy Mal Tave
thi resulls (o the schoal hoacd

Tarsday nighit in a gcnnputer-

sentiation, The resulrs
nre: based on scores from tests
taken in November by thind
<ixth and eighih graders

The ITRS 18 & slandardized
tesl Lhat assesses o student's
slkill Tewed in language, reading,
roath, secial studies and scienee.

For the report, the distric
separated studonts by thedr ofh-
nicity. The seores of each ethnic
avoup were then averaged,
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in all tegted arcas. Hispanic stue
dents are also performing be-
tween the fifth and sixth-grade
level in language, reading and =o-
cial sindies, but scored at or
above their grzde Jevel in math
and science. On average, white
sixth-graders in the district
scored at the seventh-arade level
in all tesied subjects.

In eighth grade, the district™s
white and black stadents, on aver-
age, were separated by at least two
erade levels i all arcas of testing,

As a group, white students
seored at a ninth-erade level,
while blacks scored at soventh-
grade levels.

A a group, Hispanic students
scored at the eighth-grade level,
except in languaee, where they
soored at a seventh-grade level.

On average, eighib-graders
Alstrict-wide regardless of
their ethnicity — porformed at
their grade level.

ITBS scores were also orga-
nized by how each school per-
formed, but not analvzed by eth-
nicity, Mr. Markward said this
will be analyzed in the future.

Four Rock Ixland schools re-
ceived academic warnings from
the state board of education last
veur - Hawthorne Irving, Lin-
coln and Grant Tntensive Basic
elementary schools and Ediscan
Junior High o because fewer
than 50 percent of their students
met the state standard in the
Mineis Standard Achievement
Test in two consecutive vears.

1THS scores for those schools
show shadents tested bedow their
grade levels in many areas.

Mr.

Markward said there

Score disparity

have been improverments in the
seores of those schools over the
last three years, He attribuates
those improvements to an in-
crease in the district’s aware-
ness about the students' festing
performeance and to “on-aite” ex-
perts training the staff.

“We've had a focused effort to
mare consistently apply offec
tive instruction,™ he said.

Mr, Maring suid thivd-grade siu-
dents im nine schools showed im-
provement in their ITBS reading
soorns, while 10 schools improved
math scores, “Those trends are
wery positive,” he told the board.

However, third-graders at those
schools on the warning list scored.
on average, below their grade
level. Frances Willard third-
graders also performed at a lower
grade level — exeept in math,
where they scored at grade level.

Sixth-graders at  Grant,
Hawthorne-lrving, Lincoln and
Frances Willard also scared, on
averdapge, below grade level in all
areas, the report shows.

Earl Hanson and Horace Mann
sixth-graders scored at a grade
equivalency of soventh-grade stu.
dents in all areas, excepl in social
studies, where Horace Mann stu-
dents scored at grade lavel,

Edison eighth-graders scored
slightly below grade lovel in
reading. but above grade level
111 all other areas.

"“We still have a long way to
ga, but I think we're getting bet-
ter at understanding the prob-
lem and starting to focus our re-
sourees,” NMr, Markward said,
atding that he would like to see
that improvement “accelerated.”

He also said a new mentoring
program at Hawthorne-Irving is
expected to help siudents there
in lunguage arts,





