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The bill calls for students in
third- through eighth-grade to
be tested every yedr In reading
and math, Results would be
used to judpge school perfor-
MANCES,

A National Council of School
Administrators recently  op-
posed annnal testing plans, cit-
ing growing evidence that stan-
dardized tests do more bharm
than good, Mr. Lee said. 50 he
was surprised the bill passed so
guickly and decisively.

The House earlier approved
the measure 381-41. The Senate
vote was 87-10. President George
W. Bush is expected to sign the
bill imto law within days.

“*The bottom line is it's §8 bil-
lion more,” Mr. Vermeire said.
“Those federal funds are cer-
tainly welcome, especially con-
sidering the financial situation
the state of Minois has gotten it-
self into."”

However, he, too, was sui-
prised to see the bill pass be-
cause of the standardized test-
ing debate. -

“] thought they would hold off
and look at more research,” Mr.
Vermeire said. “There’s Te-
search showing up all over say-
ing testing doesn't improve
learning.”

He recalled Sen. Vinee De-
muzio once saying "weighing a
pig doesn't necessarily make thes
pig bigger.”

Mr. Vermelire also cited ef-
forts in North Carolina to annu-.
ally test students, but the state's
drop-out rate climbed to 32 per-
cent, :

Rock Island-Milan assistant
superintendent J. Jay Marino
said he doesn’t think annually
testing all grades will change
much of what schools are al-
ready doing, [t basically adds
reading and math tests for stu-
dents in fourth. and seventh-
grades. Students in other grades
already take Mlinois Standards
Achievement Tests in reading

and math, he said.
“Throwing in a couple more
yvears of reading and math tests

- g0 someone in Washington can

compare scores across the coun-
try doesn’t seem to me to be a
good use of the limited learning
time we already have,” br. Ver-
meire said.

“In general,
| sea this legis-
lationn as fry-
ing to stan-
dardize a level
of achieve-
ment and ex-
pectation  for
all schools in
the nation,”
Mr. Marino
gaid. “The law
will simply try
to raise the bar
for everyone
and assure it
is happening throughout the na-
tion,”

Trying to do a national test
for evervone, however, could de-
velop standards “somewhere in
the middle,” Mr. Lee said. Those
standards might not be as spe-
cific as they should be in some
areas of the country, and might
be too specific in other places,
he said.

It's better, he said, to tle as-
sessments to local conditions.

“I'm all for assessing kids and
progress, but whether this is the
way to go is the question,” he
said.

MMany other programs in the
bill are already under way in
local districts, administrators
gaid.

The hill's requirement to de-
velop plans to close achieve-
ment gaps between low-income
and middle-class students and
between white and minority
students is being done in local
schoals.

“Wae definitely see an achieve-
ment gap between minorities,
and we are in the process of de-
veloping an action plan, with or
without legislation mandating
it,” Mr. Marino said,

Another requirement, giving

1. Jay
Marino

an English test to students with
limited English proficiency, is
being done in Moline's bilingual
program, Mr. Lee said.

The bill also reguires schools
to show that all teachers are
qualified to teach their subjects.

“They are assuming we're not
doing that now,” Mr. Lee said.
“We don't knowingly put any-
one into classrooms who is not
gualified to be there, and we
check that carefully.”

The bill gives districts more
flexibility in how they spend
federal money, although it is
less latitude than originally
sought.

Tt eould, however, pose diffi-
cult decisions, Mr. Lee said.

For example, money for
teacher improvement can be
used for pay raises. training or
more teachers.

“Money spent on staff devel-
opment is money well spent.”
Mr. Lee said. “But how can one
argue against putting more
teachers in the classroom. We
need them both."

Seeing final facts and figures,
however, makes planning easi-
er, Mr. Marino said.

Tests must be coordinated, in
some way, to make sure stu-
dents aren’t being over-as
sesged, he said,

Results must be used to im-
prove, not punish, schools, Mr.
Vermeire said. What it does to
students' self-esteem also must
be considered. he said.

The bill would give failing
schools more money, but if
scores don't improve in six
yvears, schools could be
restaffed.

Students in failing schools
al=o could use federal money to
pay for independent tutoring or
transportation to another public
school. It could not be used to
pay tuition at private schools.

“I don’t think we'll end up in
the scenario of one of our
schools being restaffed,’”  Mr.
Vermeire said. “Ewven in our
schools having academic diffi-
culties, they are improving.”




